Hazards and Errors in Anaesthesia D A Buxton Hopkin pp 296 £11 Berlin: Springer 1980 Two objectives are described in the preface of this book -to inform beginners on the pitfalls and hazards of anaesthesia and to help the occasional anaesthetist confronted with unfamiliar problems. The first part of the book covers preoperative assessment and considers the influence of various disease states on the conduct of anaesthesia. This is followed by a section dealing with problems that can arise with equipment, drugs and various specialized techniques. There is then a short section on the problems of emergency surgery. The last and longest part of the book describes anaesthetic techniques for individual procedures.
How well does the author succeed in his task? The main objective is commendably laudable, for constant concern over the possibility of minor mishaps is the best way to avoid major disasters. The field covered is wide and of necessity the treatment of it is superficial -the beginner will learn some of the problems that can occur but not all the reasons why. The virtual lack of reference makes it difficult for the uninformed reader to decide what here is accepted doctrine and what the personal belief of the author. In the last portion of the book the author describes his own methods of anaesthetic management, many of which differ from current accepted practice. Thus chlorpromazine, a drug which plays a small role in the armamentarium of most anaesthetists, is mentioned more than forty times, whilst there are only two brief references to fentanyl. Whilst the techniques here described have obviously worked well in the author's hands, they are not for the beginner or the occasional anaesthetist. This is a straightforward and readable account of the first genuinely representative survey of arterial pressure in urban India. The achievement of over 90% response rate in a screen ofover 6000men and women, aged over 20 years living in a socially mixed area of old Bombay, is veri remarkable and the text reflects well both the excitement and disappointments of work of this kind. Involvement of the local population and of local health workers, including family doctors, is a consistent theme. Measurements were made carefully and were well standardized, and the distributions of arterial pressure found differ only marginally from those found in similar studies in Britain, the United States, Nigeria and Taiwan, confirming yet again that racial differences are small compared with the effects of urbanization and industrialization, however these may be caused.
It is a pleasure to read a book that is thoroughly practical and altogether free from speculation.
The survey appears to be a first step toward controlling the raised pressures that are found, which in the social and cultural conditions described will be extremely difficult. These two volumes contain the proceedings of the Second Annual Conference on Shock held in the USA in 1979. Those interested in shock and the responses to injury should read these volumes, not least for the way in which they illustrate the differences in approach to this subject on the two sides of the Atlantic. Out of 41 contributions, 16 seem to have come from physiology departments and 19 from departments of surgery. The picture presented is very different from the one that would probably be seen at a meeting on this subject in the United Kingdom.
In addition to haemorrhagic shock the main emphasis is on the experimental study of shock due to sepsis, endotoxin and superior mesenteric artery occlusion. These would be unusual subjects for investigation in physiology departments in the UK. The type of research described has, in many cases, a very pharmacological approach. Attempts have been made to influence the course and outcome of these injuries by giving nucleotides, allopurinol, leucine, naloxone, methylprednisolone, ibuprofen, indomethacin, prostaglandins, etc., and by altering the activity of the reticuloendothelial system.
Are we missing anything through not, for the most part, engaging in this type of research? It is difficult to say. The results reported in these two volumes do not seem to be pointing clearly
